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WELCOME to all who are worshiping with us this evening as we celebrate the 

Emmanuel – God with us. As the Christ child came to the world in 

Bethlehem, may the presence of Christ be with you this night and always. 

 

 

Our celebration of Christmas continues on Sunday at 10:30 am. 

 

 

OUR WORSHIP LEADERS this evening are: 

   Presiding Minister   Pastor Donald Knowles 

   Accompanist    Penny Rhomberg 

   Lector      Barb Geerts 

   Communion Assistants Connie & Terry Langston 

   Ushers      Bruce & Val Daniel 

   Back Door Greeter   Pam Gross 

   Special Music    Kimmi & Steven Miller and Family 

           Joe Geerts, Renee Ketelsen &  

           Teri Griebel 

 

IF YOU HAVE PURCHASED A POINSETTIA to decorate our chancel this 

Christmas you are welcome to take it with you following the services this 

weekend. 
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WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE   
        

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is 

everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God-with-us, 

we confess that we have turned away those seeking shelter, claiming 

there is no room when we have plenty. We have made power and 

wealth our idols, while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger. 

We have overlooked the shepherds, expecting good news in prettier 

packaging. Too often, we have valued violence instead of your peace. 

Turn us from our ways to your ways. Grant us the grace to begin 

again. Free us from all that keeps us bound, and forgive our sin, 

through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us. Amen. 
 

Hear the good news and rejoice! 

You are God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 

☩ forgiven in Christ, and freed to respond in joy. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 



4 
 

 
 

GREETING 

Today Christ is born: Alleluia, alleluia! The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE Angels We Have Heard on High 
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the 

true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus' 

presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through 

your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 
The assembly is seated. 
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FIRST READING:  Isaiah 9:2–7 
This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a 

royal child with a name full of promise. While Judah's king will practice justice and 

righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in God's passion for the people: The zeal of the 

Lord of hosts will do this! 
 

2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness —  

 on them light has shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation, 

 you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 

 as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4For the yoke of their burden, 

 and the bar across their shoulders, 

 the rod of their oppressor, 

 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

 and all the garments rolled in blood 

 shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; 

 and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7His authority shall grow continually, 

 and there shall be endless peace 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

 He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness 

 from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
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RESPONSIVE READING:  Psalm 96 
1Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 

2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; 

 proclaim God's salvation from day to day. 

3Declare God's glory among the nations 

and God's wonders among all peoples. 

4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, 

 more to be feared than all gods. 

5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 

but you, O LORD, have made the heavens. 

6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 

 power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 

7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, 

ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 

8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; 

 bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD. 

9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; 

tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 

10Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is king! 

 The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved 

 will judge the peoples with equity." 

11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

let the sea thunder and all that is in it; 

let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

at your coming, O LORD, for you come to judge the earth. 

13You will judge the world with righteousness 

and the peoples with your truth. 
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SECOND READING:  Titus 2:11–14 
The appearance of God's grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. 

Consequently, in the present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of 

our Savior's final appearance. 
 

11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all,  12training 

us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to 

live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly,  13while we wait for 

the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and 

Savior, Jesus Christ.  14He it is who gave himself for us that he might 

redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own 

who are zealous for good deeds. 
 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

GOSPEL:  Luke 2:1–20 

The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd Chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 

world should be registered.  2This was the first registration and was taken 

while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  3All went to their own towns to 

be registered.  4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
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Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David.  5He went to be registered with 

Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  6While 

they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  7And she gave 

birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him 

in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night.  9Then an angel of the Lord stood before 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified.  10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:  11to you is born 

this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 

cloth and lying in a manger."  13And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

  14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

     15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us."  16So they went 

with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  
17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 

this child;  18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 

them.  19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 

heart.  20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  Hark, the Herald Angels Sing 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, 

the earth, and all people. 
A brief silence, then each petition concludes: 

God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made 

known to all, through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 
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PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you. 
The assembly is seated. 
 

OFFERING  Special Music: Renee Ketelsen & Teri Griebel 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of heaven and earth, from the beginning, you have called forth life, 

in which you take delight. The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. 

Bless now these gifts, received from your bounty, that we may join the 

chorus of creation to tell of your salvation from day to day. 

Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
The presiding minister continues: 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word 

made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision 

of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to 

love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, at the birth of time 

your word brought light into the world. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your Word, born of Mary, 

 to shine in our darkness and to make us your daughters and sons. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
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 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore,  his birth and life among us, 

his death and resurrection, 

 we await his coming again when all things will be restored in him. 
 

By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, 

that, held and nourished by you, we may live as your children, 

shining with the light of your Son. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever. 

Amen 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power,  

and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
The assembly may be seated. 
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COMMUNION SONG 

 
 

COMMUNION 
(All are welcome to receive communion. We believe that Christ is truly present for us 

through the bread and cup. Please come forward down the center aisle and take an 

individual communion cup at the head of the center aisle. Grape juice is also available in 

the prefilled cups in the tray. Gluten-free wafers are available. Please indicate to the 

pastor if you would like the wafer instead of the bread. After receiving communion, you 

may return to your seat by the side aisle. Used communion cups may be placed in the 

basin at the head of the side aisle.)  

 

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION     

Away in a Manger ELW #277 

What Child Is This ELW #296 

Love Has Come ELW #292 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Merciful God, we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food.  

Strengthened by this goodness, send us forth to announce your peace, 

comfort the afflicted, and share the good news of great joy. Amen. 
 

CANDLE LIGHTING DIALOG 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it. 

 

Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 

We have beheld Christ's glory, glory as of the only Son from the 

Father. 

 

For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 

In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
 

CANDLE LIGHTING HYMN Silent Night, Holy Night 
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BLESSING 

Merciful God, 

 we thank you for Jesus, 

who is our heavenly food. 

Strengthened by this goodness, 

 send us forth to announce your peace, 

 comfort the afflicted, 

 and share the good news of great joy. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG  Joy to the World 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the joy of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #39354. 
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THE POINSETTIAS decorating the chancel this Christmas have been given by: 

Beverly Boyle ............................................................ in memory of Leo Boyle 

Betty Clark......................................................... in memory of Walter E. Clark 

Val & Bruce Daniel ............................. in memory of our parents, Jan Jackson 

 ................................ In honor of our children, grandchildren and Ted Jackson 

Debbie Faith ................................... in memory of Steve Faith and our parents 

Barb & Joe Geerts ..................................................... Don & Marlowe Carlson 

 ................................................................................. and Jim & Marilyn Geerts 

Linda Grace .............................................................. in memory of Tom Grace 

Teri & Dave Griebel ............................ in memory of Rachel, Shawn, parents, 

 .............................................................................................. and all loved ones 

Pam & Gary Gross ............................. in memory of Don & Marlowe Carlson 

Karyn Hurst ............................... in memory of William Hurst and Todd Hurst 

Sue Knipe ........................................... in memory of Warren & Mary Burdick 

Pastor Don & Mary Knowles ........................................ in memory loved ones 

Terry & Connie Langston................... in memory of Clay & Marie VanAcker 

 ...............................................................................................Frances Langston 

Paul & Dawn Levesque ....................................... in honor of family & friends 

Ann Lundstrom ...... in memory of my parents, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lundstom,

 .......................................................................................... and my sister, Susan 

Charlene Lundstrom  ................................................. in memory of loved ones 

Vicki McAlister ................................. in memory of Ernest & Lorena Johnson 

Chris Mellgren .......................... in memory of Ellsworth & Rosalie Mellgren,  

 .................................................................................................. Larry Mellgren 

Annette Menke ..................................................... in memory of David Menke 

The Miller Family .............................. in memory of Warren & Mary Burdick 

 ...................................................... Steve Burdick, Gilbert & Mary Lou Miller  

Marilyn Mudd ..................... in memory of Norm and many family loved ones 

Rick & Pam Ohrn ................................................ in honor of the birth of Jesus 

Sandy Ohrn ................................................................ in memory of loved ones 

David & Ted Peterson ................... in memory of Wendell & Hedvig Peterson 
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Candice Tennison ...................................... in memory of son Shawn M. Kelly  

 ......................................................................... and all loved ones we have lost 

 

 
 

 


